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Universal Week of Prayer: 


By Robert E. Luccock 


To Repent 
and 


Be Forgiven 


“Against thee have I sinned... . 
Have mercy upon me, O God.”—Psalm 
Sl. 


—Used by permission, National 
Council of Churches. (Prayer by John 
Underwood Stephens) 


It is always painful to be grabbed by the scruff of the neck, turned 
about from where you are going, and be told to march in another di- 
rection. First of all, it is humiliating to pride. Then it is hard to 
give up old ways of selfish habit. A man tragically sinking into fright- 
ful fathoms of alcohol sees the ruin he is causing; with the grace of 
God and the help of others he “faces about.” But it is agony! A wife 
wakes up to the wasting away of her marriage; she reverses the care- 
less ways of her neglect and gives herself to new ways of love and 
thoughtfulness. But it is a shattering thing to go through! Sometimes 
even a whole nation may be summoned by the command, Turn around, 
or perish! John the Baptist called Israel to repent. Old ways of 
idleness, carelessness and waste were not good enough. 

Prophets who thus pull us up short with abrupt demands to repent 
and seek forgiveness are spokesmen for God. But to hear and heed 
them is a gift God gives only by prayer. By prayer we come before 
his presence. In the light of his countenance we see sin as the ugliness 
and death that it is. Only by prayer does the call to repent ever 
speak urgently enough. Never by a general announcement that there 
may be danger in the neighborhood, only by a direct call to my house 
will I be impelled to act. 

And only by prayer are we ever forgiven. Forgiveness comes only 
from the lips of one against whom sin was committed. If I violate 
some sacred trust my father puts in me it is none but my father’s direct 
word that makes things right. Only my heavenly Father’s direct 
word to me can make things right between us. When can I hear that 
word, spoken once in Christ, spoken to me but in prayer? 

Let us pray this week to be shown how to face about on any wrong 
road where we walk. Let us accept God’s forgiving love as we walk 
the hard way back to him. 

HELP FROM ScripTuRE: Call to repent: Luke 3; Penitence: Psalm 51; 

Forgiveness: Romans 5:1-11. 

PRAYER: Oppose, O Lord, our willfulness with thy love, our pride 
with humility, our uncleanness with holiness, our darkness with light, 
our dying with life, and our earth with heaven; that we, being thus 
opposed, may be overwhelmed, and, being thus overwhelmed, may be 
delivered into mortality; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. AMEN.— 











Letters to the Editors 





“Keep Silence” Plus Another Obligation 





“Sit at Husband's Feet” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I notice a great deal of scholarly dis- 
cussion on 1 Cor. 14; 34, “Let your women 
keep Silence in your churches.” 

I should like tc hear an equally frank 
discussion on the second apostolic exhor- 
tation (vs. 35): “And if they would 
learn anything, let them ask their hus- 
bands at home.” 

It has been my experience over more 
than forty years that the average little 
woman would not learn very much about 
the Bible by sitting at the feet of her 
husband at home. Why not have the 
scholars expound each admonition with 
equal fervor? 


San Antonio, Texas. T. C. VINSON, 


Hoover Statement 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Thank you for your editorial, “Min- 
isters and Communists,” in the November 
26 issue of THE OvuTLOoK. The tendency 
of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover to pontificate on 
these matters is dangerous just to the 
degree that the FBI head carries so much 
weight with many Americans who are not 
able to take the time to go behind these 
statements that Mr. Hoover makes. 

For him to say in this context of the 
supposed infiltration of religious groups 
by communists that it was “shocking” that 
half the 42 signers of a petition last Christ- 
mas requesting presidential amnesty for 
Smith Act victims, without noting the 
fact that the petition in question ex- 
plicitly denied sympathy on the part of 
the initiators or signers with the Com- 
munist Party position, is at best a dis- 
tortion of the truth. Some of America’s 
best know religious leaders signed that 
petition, and to suggest by implication 
that these men and women are the will- 
ing tools or the unwitting dupes of com- 
munists is an appalling thing. 

There is a growing disposition in this 
country, particularly on the part of its 
officials, to proceed on the assumption 


that anyone working for any goal that 
might conceivably be looked upon with 
favor by the communists is automatically 
working for and with the communists. 
It is important that Americans be re- 
minded, as your editorial reminds them, 
that men of conscience choose their causes 
on the basis of the principles at stake and 
not on the basis of the current popularity 
of the issue. 

ALFRED HASSLER. 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, New York. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—The petition of last 
year, which will likely be renewed this 
year, declared: 

“Those who present this petition are in 
fundamental disagreement with the 
philosophy of the Communist Party and 
with essential elements in its program 
and are motivated in their present action 
by their attachment to the democratic 
way of life and the desire to maintain and 
strengthen it.” 


Filing Problem 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Your issue of November 12 is exception- 
ally fine. Wilbur LaRoe’s column is worth 
the price alone. I can’t file the material, 
for each page has something too good on 
the reverse side. 

THORNTON B. PENFIELD, JR. 
Yonkers, N. Y. 


Hymnbooks Needed 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

It has been called to my attention that 
there exists an exchange service whereby 
churches wishing to get new hymnals may 
trade in or dispose of their old hymnals. 
My own interest is to learn how a new 
church, such as ours, might obtain used 
hymnals at a lower cost than buying new 
ones. 

I would be very grateful if you can 
give me information along this line. We 
would like to obtain 100 hymnals. Though 
we are a U. S. A. church, it is possible 





coupon below. 


Please send me 








Just published a few weeks ago, this attractive RSV New Testament is a beautiful 
gift for Christmas. Bound in red leatheroid and packed in a maroon slipcase, it con- 
ains eight full color reproductions of masterpieces of religious art, including the 
works of Raphael, El Greco and Rembrandt. 

Printed In easy-to-read type on white opaque paper, this Testament has never before 
been available. To be sure that your copy is put aside for Christmas giving, mail the 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North Sixth Street 


RSV Gift Testaments at $3.95 each. 


.CHRISTMAS GIFT 
An Illustrated 
Edition of 
The R.S.V. 
New Testament 


Richmond 19, Va. 
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that we would be interested in the hym- 
nals of the U. S. church. 

JoHN S. HAZELTON, Pastor 

East Side Presbyterian Parish. 
Box 5426, Detroit 11, Mich. 


Augusta Service (?) 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


After receiving your note about our 
story reporting that a daily prayer service 
was held in First Presbyterian Church, 
Augusta, Georgia (OUTLOOK, Nov. 12, Dec. 
10) I wrote to our correspondent there 
who sent the story. The correspondent 
replied that she rechecked and such serv- 
ices were held in that church. 

Lovuts Minsky, Managing Editor. 
Religious News Service, New York. 


NOTE—Recently (Dec. 10) the pas- 
tor of the Augusta church reported here 
that the type of service in question was 
not being held there and that no rabbi 
had ever conducted or participated in a 
prayer service in that church. 


Conversation in Kentucky 


To TuE OUTLOOK: 

Relative to your Ecumenical Conversa- 
tion 13 “Listening Together to God's 
Word” (Dec. 10), permit me to make this 
short report for the interest of any Chris- 
tian leaders trying to find a medium of 
conversation between the two races. 

Here in Danville we felt the futility of 
hoping for any early integration in our 
regular church services. Looking for some 
step in a forward direction and somewhat 
ashamed that our local high school could 
integrate but not the church, our Minis- 
terial Association of white and colored 
ministers has launched an eight-month 
experiment. A community Bible class 
has begun, open to whites and colored. 
Each of about 10 pastors was urged to 
find at least one married couple which 
would pledge itself to such a course of 
study in company with members of both 
races. Since there are fewer colored 
churches than white, each of the former 
is urged to provide at least two such 
couples. The class is limited to a mem- 
bership group and with a top membership 
of 36, simply for reasons of manageability. 
All are laymen but pastors and their wives 
may attend as “silent” attendants. The 
class is pledged to stick to the Bible and 
discussion of points deriving from these 
Bible passages. The teachers are four 
pastors representing both races and four 
different denominations. 

We have had our first meeting and there 
was great enthusiasm, and now anticipa- 
tion of our next meeting in December. 
This is an attempt to prove or disprove 
that the Word of God is a point around 
which men can rally regardless of race, 
and whether it can provide a framework 
within which the two races can build a 
genuine, and spontaneous communication. 
If anyone wishes to hear more about the 
later developments of this experiment we 
shall be happy to hear from such in- 





quirers. Bruce D. Compron. 
Danville, Kentucky. 
FOR ANY 
Sunday School Teacher 


OF ADULTS 


You could do hardly anything 
more appreciated and more stim- 
ulating than to give a year’s sub- 
scription to THE OUTLOOK. 


See page 7 for special rates now 





in effect. 
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U. S. Church’s Gifts 
Show 11-Month Increase 


With only days to go before the close 
of the current church year, Presbyterian, 
U. S., board and agency leaders were 
hopeful that the year-long trend will be 
maintained and that increased gifts to 
all causes will be recorded when the 
books are closed after the last Sunday 
in December. 

The 11-month record is given below. 
Figures in parentheses show receipts at 
the same time last year and percentages 
of the annual budget. 


ANNUITIES AND RELIEF (Atlanta) $224, 
925; 51% of the budget (Last year: $196,- 
905; 44%). 

CHRISTIAN EpucaTion (Richmond) 
$314,295; 59% ($291,226; 54.4%). 

CHURCH EXTENSION (Atlanta) $725,040; 
51.79% ($670,785; 47.91%). 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta) 
49.71% ($368,322; 47.38%). 

INTERCHURCH AGENCIES (Atlanta) $13,- 
011; 60.1% (10,973; 55.7%). 

Wortp Missions (Nashville) $2,543,584; 
77% ($2,174,142; 71.28%). 


3-Way Presbyterian 
Plans for Missions 


Something new in the way of coopera- 
tion between the three major American 
Presbyterian bodies may result from a 
recent three-day consultation held in 
Leuisville, Ky. 

Sixty leaders of United, U. S. and 
USA Presbyterian work from ten states 
gathered for a meeting which included 
chairmen of presbytery committees on 
world missions as well as local chairmen 
and synod and Assembly leaders. Plans 
were made to facilitate promotion and 
education on the topic of world missions. 
Missionaries of any one of the three 
churches, it is planned, visiting in any 
particular area will be made available 
for visits in the other two Presbyterian 
branches. 

Among the major findings in workshop 
discussions were these: (1) The need 
for every congregation to have a world 
missions chairman, (2) the importance 
of having all Presbyterian seminaries 
give greater emphasis to missionary ed- 
ucation, (3) the enlistment of more men 
in the support of the foreign missions 
education program in the congregation, 
perhaps as chairmen of local committees. 

Among the officials attending the meet- 
ing were: United Presbyterian—E. E. 
Grice, personnel secretary; USA Board 
—Philip O. Evaul, Chicago, area secre- 
tary; U. S. Board—D. J. Cumming, 
Nashville, Tenn., education secretary. 


$420,826; 


Bible Presbyterians Split Ranks 


Dissension within the Bible Presby- 
terian Church, which some members in 
that church were predicting last spring 
would result in a new denomination 
(OuTLooK, May 7, 1956), appears to 
have come to that end. 

Two groups of Bible Presbyterians 
were meeting separately in late Novem- 
ber and claiming the designation as the 
“twentieth General Synod.” 

One met in Collingswood, N. J., the 
center of strength of Carl McIntire, about 
whom most of the trouble has revolved. 
It claimed an attendance of 60 voting 
delegates and the sympathy of more than 
90 others in writing. 

This group came together on call of 
three of its presbyteries—New Jersey, 
which has about one-third of the strength 
of the denomination (11 churches, 32 
ministers and 36 per cent of the benevo- 
lences); California, with five churches 
and 24 ministers; and Kentucky-Tennes- 
see, with eight churches and 14 ministers. 

This group tried to reverse the action 
taken last year when Bible Presbyterians 
were voted out of any affiliation with the 
American Council of Churches and the 
International Council of Churches, both 
of which were organized and dominated 
by McIntire. Therefore, one of the chief 
items of business in Collingswood was 
to renew the affiliation of the Bible Pres- 
byterians with these other groups, because 
membership in them is only on the basis 
of some kind of denominational arrange- 
ment. If this had not been done Mc- 
Intire would be president of the ICCC, 
for instance, without any denomination 
supporting him. 

“Regulars” in Columbus 

The day the Collingswood meeting 
adjourned, the “regular” Bible Presby- 
terian group met in Columbus, Ohio, 
with 91 voting commissioners, including 
73 out of approximately 200 ministers, 
and letters assuring the support of approx- 
imately ten more. (The church’s 200 
ministers included missionaries abroad.) 
Every one of the 11 presbyteries was 
represented in Columbus, including those 
voting to call the Collingswood meeting. 
New Jersey Presbytery was represented 
by about half of its 32 ministers. 

The Columbus body dropped from its 
tolls the names of all the Bible Presby- 
terian ministers who have joined the 
Collingswood group because, it said, the 
syned meeting in Collingswood was il- 
legal with no constitutional continuity 


with the first 19 synods of the church. 

(In calling the Collingswood meeting, 
the ministers who signed the call de- 
clared themselves “free and independent” 
of the 19th synod, refusing to recognize 
it or any synod established by the officers 
of that “illegal body.”’) 

Involved in the action taken by the 
Bible Presbyterian Synod last vear was 
a strong reaction against the domineering 
methods of McIntire and the purging of 
men from the various boards and institu- 
tions who did not go along with him. 
This has resulted in boards of trustees 
for the Independent Board of Foreign 
Missions, Shelton College and Faith 
Seminary that consist of practically no 
representatives loyal to the group oppos- 
ing McIntire. Meanwhile, Covenant 
College and Seminary have been founded 
in St. Louis, with an enrollment of ap- 
proximately 54 this year (about half- 
and-half in seminary and college), while 
at Faith Seminary the student body has 
fallen off drastically and almost all of 
its faculty has gone to the new institu- 
tion. 

Shelton College in northern New Jer- 
sey, meanwhile, is in dire straits with 
indebtedness of $500,000 including cur- 
rent bills and faculty salaries. Since it 
moved from New York and with the in- 
ternal squabbles of the past two years it 
has lost students and faculty. Now it is 
broadcasting an urgent appeal to come to 
its rescue to be saved from mortgage 
foreclosure. 

At the Columbus meeting the synod 
adopted a motion recognizing “its re- 
sponsibility to contend for the faith” 
and “maintaining unyielding loyalty to 
the doctrine of the purity of the visible 
church.” Neverthless it repudiated, in 
an obvious reference to the McIntire 
group, “that extreme separation which 
ignores our responsibility to demonstrate 
the love of God toward our Christian 
brethren as a distinguishing mark of 
our discipleship.” Although two bodies 
are now using the name of “Bible Pres- 
byterian” with an inevitable conflict of 
interest, the group meeting in Columbus 
declared that it has no plan to take either 
ecclesiastical or civil action against the 
Collingswood group. 

Wooing Other Groups 

Looking toward an effort “to cement 
friendly relations with other Bible-be- 
lieving groups,” the Columbus synod 
took particular note of the attendance of 








some members of other Presbyterian and 
other groups, noting particularly some 
United Presbyterians in the Columbus 
meeting and one Southern Presbyterian 
minister from West Virginia. 

The McIntire-dominated group in Col- 
lingswood, following its traditions, adopt- 
ed a letter designed to try to undermine 
the proposed union of the United and 
USA Presbyterian bodies, on which the 
UP presbyteries will begin to vote in 
January. 

In this letter addressed to United 
Presbyterians, the McIntire followers 
listed seven reasons why the union should 
not be formed: (1) The Auburn Af- 
firmation; (2) the mandate of 1934 and 
the judicial decisions of 1936; (3) the 
church properties; (4) the church union 
movement; (5) schools and seminaries; 
(6) the Presbyterian letter of 1953; (7) 
the new curriculum. 

“Those of us who believe the Bible to 
be the Word of God and desire to see our 
children trained in the faith of our fathers 
must resist these defections and in obe- 
dience to Scripture earnestly contend for 
the faith,” the McIntire letter says. If 
union cannot be defeated then it makes 
an appeal for a remnant of the UP group 
to pull out, with the obvious indication 
that it might come in and join Mc- 
Intire’s splinter group. 

The Collingswood and New Jersey 
group have long been dominant factors 
in the total program of the Bible Pres- 
byterian organization. Out of 2,231 
members in New Jersey Presbytery, the 
Collingswood church has claimed 1,617 
of those members. Of 16 elders in a 
meeting of presbytery, six come from 
Collingswood. The total denominational 
membership last year was reported at 
8600. 


What About the Missionaries? 

A great many unsolved problems face 
both groups of Bible Presbyterians at the 
present time. One important question 
has to do with what the missionaries on 
the foreign field are going to do. There 
is an Independent Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions supporting these missionaries and 
their work, but a great many of these 
doubtless are completely out of sympathy 
with the McIntire program. Where their 
loyalty will rest is vet to be seen. 

At the Columbus Synod a foreign mis- 
sionary, LaVerne Donaldson, was elected 
Moderator, and a report of that meeting 
indicates that great interest was “mani- 





Background Story of the Bible Presbyte- 
rian Schism 
“THEY THAT SOW THE WIND” 
Reprinted from the May 7 Outlook 
Price: 3 for 25¢ (minimum); 7 for 50¢; 


18 for $1; 50 for $2.50; 75 for $3.25; 
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fested in the missionaries of the Bible 
Presbyterian Church laboring under the 
Independent Board as plans were made 
to continue and strengthen their support.” 

The Covenant, or St. Louis group, rep- 
resented in the Columbus meeting has 
an official, denominationally-controlled 
Board of National Missions, college, 
seminary, and a publication, but it has 
lost its major centers of support and is 
facing extreme difficulty and hardship. 


Pressing Questions 

It now looks as if presbyteries will be 
split down the middle, with some affiliat- 
ing with each group. In addition, in- 
dividual congregations will likely follow 
the same course, since Bible Presbyterian 
polity follows a non-Presbyterian pro- 
cedure whereby congregations can vote 
themselves into or out of affiliation with 
the parent body. 

Thus is added another link in the weak- 
ening chain of division which began in 
this separatist body in 1936 when the 
original group left or was put out of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA. The follow- 
ing year the “Bible” Presbyterian Church 
pulled away from the “Orthodox” Pres- 
byterians and now the BPs are broken 
in two. 


Austin Seminary Makes 
Fellowship Announcement 


Four Austin Seminary students have 
been announced as winners of the annual 
awards entitling them to advanced study. 
Wm. O. Walker, Jr., Grandfalls, Texas, 
Austin College graduate, won the Alumni 
Graduate Study Fellowship. James B. 
Brown, Shreveport, La., will hold the 
Seminary Fellowship. He is a graduate 
of Louisiana State University. Sam M. 


Junkin, Kerrville, Texas, graduate of 
Schreiner Institute and the University of 


= 


AUSTIN SEMINARY FELLOWSHIPS—Florence Mason (Mrs. Richard C.) Cole is shown 
here with Dean James |. McCord of Austin (Texas) Seminary. 
a special faculty scholarship award. Standing are the fellowship winners: 


Texas, won the Newell Memorial Fellow- 
ship. 

Florence Mason (Mrs. Richard C.) 
Cole of Warren, Ohio, a graduate of the 
College of Wooster and a former student 
of Union Seminary, New York, and Mc- 
Cormick Seminary, will receive a special 
Faculty Scholarship Award. Her hus- 
band is an instructor in English at the 
University of Texas. 


U. S. Churches Spend 
140 Million on Buildings 


ATLANTA, GA. (RNS)—A total of about 
$140,000,000 has been spent by the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., for new churches 
and Sunday school buildings during the 
last ten years, it was reported to the or- 
ganizational meeting of the denomina- 
tion’s Council of Church Architecture. 

The council was created by the Board 
of Church Extension last June to serve 
in an advisory capacity to the Depart- 
ment of Church Architecture. 

O. V. Caudill of Atlanta, secretary of 
the department, said this year’s expendi- 
ture for church building is expected to 
exceed $20,000,000. 

Beginning with the year ending in 
1947, he said, expenditures on building 
have progressed from $5.2 millions to 
6.8, 8.8, 10.3, 11.1, 13.7, 14.3, 16.1 and 
18.3 during the nine years through 1955. 

During this period, he reported, the 
Synod of North Carolina spent $20,308,- 
000 and the Synod of Texas, $18,880,- 
000. Other top-ranking synods, Mr. 
Caudill said, were Virginia, with 
$11,764,000; .Georgia, with $9,026,000; 
and Florida, with $8,360,000. 

Henry H. Jordan, Atlanta architect, 
was elected council chairman and James 
L. Doom of Hamlet, N.C., vice-chairman. 
Mr. Caudill will serve the council as 
secretary. 





Mrs. Cole has been awarded 
William O. Wal- 


ker, Jr., Grandfalls, Texas; James Be Brown, Shreveport, La.; and Sam M. Junkin, Kerrville, 
Texas. 
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Why Dont Miracles Happen? 


INQUIRY: Why do miracles, as we see them performed, 
in the New Testament, seem to have ceased? 


THEY DO! 

It seems to me that the reason is that 
in this modern, scientific world we do 
not look upon such events, e. g., healings 
and exorcisms, as miraculous. For an- 
other matter, people don’t expect miracles 
tohappen. Many simple Christians who 
really believe that God can and will work 
miracles still continue to experience them. 

—FREDERICK C. GRANT, 
Union Seminary, New York. 


SEE WHAT IS DONE 
Without claiming that we have a scien- 
tifiaclly detailed account of every re- 
markable event the New Testament re- 
lates, I believe that miracles happened— 
amazing events in which the eye of faith 
sees the powerful work of the living God. 
We tend to underrate the power of faith 
today, and lack the enthusiasm of the 
early days. I do not hold that miracles 
have ceased. But I do not expect God 
to help us if we ignore what science and 
medicine can do for us. 
—Ftoyp V. FILson, 
McCormick Seminary, Chicago. 


WRONG VIEW OF MIRACLES 


It would seem to me that the reason 
why so many modern Christians think 
that the kind of miracles reported in the 
New Testament have ceased lies in a 
wrong view of miracles held by modern 
man. 

First of all, as a result of his view of 
reality, he expects miracles to occur with 
the same frequency as the ordinary events 
of nature, whereas in the New Testament 
they are described as exceptional events. 
Not all the sick people of his day were 
healed by Jesus, nor did he walk across 
the lake every day, and his Resurrection 
is definitely treated as an event for which 
there will be no parallel until the Day 
of God. On account of their relative 
scarcity the modern man is inclined to 
discount the report of a miraculous event 
whenever it reaches him because he lacks 
experience of similar events in his life. 

Secondly, most people seem to think 
that the circumstances, in which a miracle 
takes place, must be startling. Yet the 
New Testament describes them as being 
quite “natural.” Jesus heals by touch- 
ing people, putting saliva on their eye- 
lids, saying a healing word to them, etc. 
Similarly, the Christ on the road to 
Emmaus looks exactly like another man. 
The miracle consists in the fact that 
things which “normally” do not happen, 
take place, e.g., that an incurable disease 
is healed, that hungry people are fed 
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with what seems to be an inadequate 
supply of food, etc. Anybody who keeps 
his eyes open will notice in his own life 
as in his environment miraculous events. 

Thirdly, modern man thinks that by 
explaining an event he has proven its 
“natural,” i.e., non-miraculous charac- 
ter. But he usually overlooks the fact 
that his explanation only states that the 
miraculous event had natural antecedents, 
while its significance lies in its teleology. 
The miracle brings about an end, which 
“normally” cannot be accomplished by 
such a set of antecedents. 

—OrrTo A. PIPER. 
Princeton Seminary. 


PURPOSE OF MIRACLES 


Science has created a different way of 
life and new understanding of the world. 
There is not the same occasion for per- 
forming miracles today. Careful read- 
ing of the New Testament makes it clear 
that Jesus used miracles only to teach 
or heal; he never used them to gratify 
curiosity (Matt. 12: 38,39). The fun- 
damental purpose of Jesus was to change 
sinners into children of God. In the 
words of Paul, “If anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). This 
miracle is going on today, although not 
as often as it should, due to our failure 
to present Christ as effectively as we 
ought. However, this miracle still takes 
place. 

—Wiii1am DovucLas CHAMBERLAIN, 

Louisville Seminary. 


MIRACLES, HIS MANIFESTATION 

Miracles in the New Testament are 
never to be considered in isolation from 
the whole framework of which they are 
apart. Jesus’ words, his works, and his 
Person are all parts of one grand whole. 
Taken all together, they are the revela- 
tion of God, and are equally signs to 
faith that he is Lord of the Kingdom. 
Wherever he encountered the ravaging 
effects of sin, he manifested himself as 
Lord—Lord of the human heart, Lord 
of nature, Lord of history, Lord of death. 
But his Lordship is to be seen only by 
faith. It is a hidden Lordship now, in 
which men believe or disbelieve. Miracles 
were a part of the manifestation of his 
Lordship—and the biblical record of 
them stands as a permanent witness to 
this. 

As such, the miracles are not some- 
thing which are to be perpetuated in every 
generation as signs to faith—the New 
Testament record of them is the sign to 
faith now. And Jesus’ Lordship over 


nature, disease, and death—yes, even over 
the human heart—is not a Lordship that 
is now open and observable. It is seen 
only by faith. His raising of Lazarus 
was a sign that he is Lord of death. Yet 
we must die. Hence, unless we can make 
his Lordship over death so openly mani- 
fest now that believers do not die, we 
can hardly claim that his Lordship over 
nature and illness and the human heart 
should be perfectly and clearly manifest 
at present. We believe the New Testa- 
ment record of the manifestations of his 
Lordship, and in that faith, we wait 
the coming of the Kingdom. 

Some will ask why the miracles of 
Jesus were, in some instances, continued 
in the early church. The answer to that 
lies in the fact that the first generation 
of Christians, the Apostolic generation, 
were actual participants in the events 
of the Incarnation in a unique way. The 
church is built on the foundation of the 
Apostles. It was perhaps necessary, 
therefore, for the mighty works of Christ 
to be continued in that generation as a 
sign that Jesus was actually dwelling 
in the life of his people, that his church 
and he were one. ‘The record of this 
exists in the New Testament, on which 
faith now rests, and not on the continua- 
tion of these signs in succeeding genera- 
tions. 

Although God must always be free to 
work in whatever fashion he will in each 
age, which precludes our saying that 
miracles, in the special sense of the New 
Testament miracles, never happen now, 
yet it may quite certainly be said that 
miracles do not characterize the succes- 
sive ages of the church as they did in the 
days of the Incarnation. 

—Donatp G. MILER, 
Union Seminary, Va. 
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RESPONSES BY ALL 


Here is a church where the congrega- 
tion does not let the choir do all the 
responding. Not only do the people sing 
the Doxology, Gloria and the usual ones, 
but they also sing with the choir the re- 
sponse to the call to worship, the Amens 
after the prayers and benediction. It 
adds greatly to the service and it under- 
cuts any trend toward a_ performance 
psychology. 

What good idea will you contribute to 
this exchange? 














Union Debate Continues 


With the time drawing near when 
United Presbyterians will begin voting 
on the proposed union with the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, the discussion is 
gaining momentum in the U. P. church, 
where resistance is manifesting itself. 
So far, in the USA church, there is no 
opposing vote on the part of any presby- 
tery, while 60 have voted affirmatively. 

As in the struggle in the U. S. church 
two years ago, the opponents of union 
are claiming doctrinal irregularities in 
the USA church and making a great deal 
over the Auburn Affirmation, which was 
signed in 1924 by a number of leading 
ministers in the USA church. To cor- 
rect false impressions about that docu- 
ment, Pittsburgh-Xenia’s Professor Gor- 
don E. Jackson wrote recently in The 
United Presbyterian to give a factual 
understanding of that paper. He quoted 
liberally from discussions which have 
appeared earlier in THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK along the same line. 

Roy E. Grace, recognized as one of 
the leading U. P. ministers, wrote re- 
cently, regretting that the vote now being 
taken in the U. P. church is not on the 
same basis as that in the USA, where 
a two-thirds majority of the presbyteries 
must favor the step. (In the U. P. church 
the two-thirds majority must be achieved 
in the General Assembly where it was 
voted last summer. In the presbyteries 
only a majority vote of the total number 
of individuals voting in the presbyteries 
is required. ) 
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Dr. Grace expressed the certainty “that 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, would 
never consent to have major issues passed 
by such a slim majority as we follow.” 

A committee opposing union, with 
headquarters in Pittsburgh, is now cir- 
culating a booklet entitled “A Look Be- 
fore We Leap Into Union.” 


Pittsburgh Overture 

Meanwhile, Pittsburgh Presbytery 
(USA) is making known its “cordiality 
and good will” in letters to four neigh- 
boring United Presbyterian presbyteries. 
This action was taken on motion of J. 
Calvin Reid, of Mt. Lebanon church, 
who served formerly both in the U. S. 


and the U. P. churches. 


On the doctrinal issue, Lloyd A. Dal- 
bey, Portland, Oreg., pastor, declares: 

“There is not the same unanimity of 
interpretation of doctrine in our church 
as some so glibly assume. My ex- 
perience and association with the Presby- 
terian Church and with its ministers is 
that I find little or no difference in belief 
and theological position from that which 
I find in our own church and its minis- 
ters.” 


Mr. Dalbey also says, “I agree that all 
of us should look carefully before we 
unite, but in looking, we should look 
honestly at ourselves as well as our 
brothers.” 

David W. Craig (see below), an elder 
in the Fourth church, Pittsburgh, has 
presented a strong challenge to unite the 
two churches, declaring that “union is 
spiritually needful.” 


Union Is Spiritually Needful 
By DAVID W. CRAIG 


HE greatest reason in favor of union 

cannot be stated by citing chapter 
and verse of the Plan. The greatest rea- 
son comes by the whisper of the Holy 
Spirit, which tells us quietly that every 
division between Christians must pass 
away. 

Sin may be usefully defined as any- 
thing which comes between man and 
God or between man and man. Denom- 
inational barriers, if kept one moment 
longer than necessary, become sinful in 
that very real sense. 

The sinful tendencies of denomination- 
alism now tempt us all. Our current 
debate has produced a small but audible 
quantity of blanket criticisms of our 
Presbyterian brethren. Their theology 
has become “liberal” and their tithing 
inferior, when measured against our smug 
contentment with ourselves. 

A prideful view that United Presby- 
terians should remain separate because 
we claim some temporary excellence in 
stewardship or theology can be a blow 
to the Body of Christ. 


If There Is Logic... 

If we prefer to be linked only with 
those who excel in tithing, should we 
not band together with the Seventh-Day 
Adventists, whose per capita giving at 
times has been triple our own? 

If we prefer to group ourselves accord- 
ing to piety, should we not join with 
the Roman brethren, whose young people 
are, we are told, more faithful in at- 
tendance at worship than our own? 

If we fear for our congregational lib- 
erties when cast among fellow-Presby- 
terians, should we not group ourselves 
with the Congregationalists ? 





MR. CRAIG is an elder in the Fourth United 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. This 
statement appeared first in The United Pres- 
byterian. 


In 1924, the unofficial Presbyterian 
Auburn Affirmation protested, in the tra- 
dition of Luther, against a group of men 
imposing particular Scriptural interpre- 
tations upon free Protestants. If we con- 
demn such a protest, should we not be 
gathered with Christians who prefer dog- 
matism ? 

Or should we, in love, let pride die and 
seize every opportunity to wipe out a 
man-made denominational fence? We 
United Presbyterians are fortunate that 
we now have the chance to mark our 
100th birthday by laying down our lim- 
ited life to find a wider life. 

Some Inconsistencies 

We lifelong UPs (myself included) 
quite humanly look for excuses to remain 
bigger potatoes in a smaller barrel. Thus 
inconsistencies come: We condemn the 
Presbyterians’ protest against dogmatism 
and then decry their “hierarchy”; we 
uphold our own Book of Government and 
then, in the next breath, condemn it be- 
cause it permits this union to be approved 
by a majority of those voting. 

But in our hearts we know that some- 
day all who bear the name of Christ 
must cast down their man-painted ban- 
ners and join hands truly, not just in 
theory. We know that we are now called 
to take, toward a really united church, 
at least this one easy step—easy because 
we will not need to sacrifice our pet the- 
ories concerning church operations. 

Remember that we have already shown 
our willingness to discard our narrow 
existence by our recent vote in favor of 
the three-way Presbyterian union. 

I am convinced that the vast majority 
of our people desire that we renew that 
self-denial with effect, and thus give 
witness to the world that we hold Christ 
above our self-identity. 
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Race Problem vs. Cowards 
By G. BROMLEY OXNAM 


The race problem will not be solved 
by the coward who would avoid respon- 
sibility by a Pilate-like washing of 
hands. 

A man is a brother or he is not. If 
he is a brother he is entitled to that status 
in religion, in education, in business and 
labor, in politics and society. 

To do other is to blaspheme when we 
repeat our Lord’s Prayer and sing “Our 
Father.” 

To segregate at the Lord’s Table is to 
profane God’s holy altar. It is not enough 
to prohibit segregation by legislation and 
judicial decision. The spirit that breeds 
segregation must be driven from the 
heart; the church must undergo the 
cleansing of conversion. 

Patience must be practiced in han- 
dling our race problems, but acquiescence 
is to be rejected. 

When we are pressed to apply absolute 
principles we sometimes have to say we 
didn’t mean them. Let’s get down to 
what we can really do at the moment. 

It is vital that we never pledge in 


BISHOP OXNAM made these remarks at a 
recent interracial conference in Baltimore in 
a series which Methodists are holding in all 
parts of the country. 
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perpetuity to anything less than the ab- 
solute ideal. But let’s get our absolute 
on straight. To segregate is sin. We do 
not segregate those we love. 


Baptist Re-Alignment 

While Southern Baptist activities are 
now extending into California, Canada 
and New York City, a different develop- 
ment is also noted. 

A Southern Baptist congregation has 
left the Southern convention and affili- 
ated with the American (or Northern) 
Baptist Convention. 
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University church, Tulsa, Okla., has 
taken this step. 


IF A WORD spoken in its time is worth 
one piece of money, silence in its time 
is worth two.—THE TALMUD. 
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EDITORIAL 


Important for Young People 


Although there are estimates that as 
many as 1,500 Presbyterian, U. S., con- 
gregations have some relationship to the 
“Presbyterian Guidance Program,” there 
are many evidences that the fundamental 
idea of Christian vocation has made only 
slight progress. That is, compared with 
the huge potential that challenges it. 














A group of young people were facing 
the possibilities of their own vocation. 
When one boy stated his prospective oc- 
cupation he was asked how it could pos- 
sibly be thought of as enabling him to 
fulfill a Christian vocation. His reply 
betrayed his own misconception, and that 
of many rank-and-file churchmen, when 
he began to point out the time away from 
his work that he could give to the church 
and all kinds of good things that would 
be for human betterment—apart from 
his own work. 

In the few years he has headed the 
Department of Christian Vocation, 
Dallas Smith has made great strides in 
helping young people and older to under- 
stand that the basic challenge a Christian 
must face is in finding that work in life 
which will enable him to fulfill his Chris- 
tian calling—in, and not apart from, his 
daily job. Not simply as a minister or 
missionary (and sometimes not these at 
all) but, if a person is really called of 
God, as a teacher or farmer or nurse or 
businessman—if his work is an unques- 
tioned contribution to the welfare of 
society. 

The guidance centers established on 
the campuses of seven colleges are oper- 
ating at or near capacity. Vocational 
aides are at work in hundreds of 
churches, counseling high school students, 
giving them reading assignments and 
talking over what they have read as they 
prepare for the important two-day test- 
ing procedure at the center. When the 
reading has been finished and the voung 
people seem to have a fairly good idea 
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of Christian vocation, three or four of 
them may go together for the testing 
opportunity. 

Results of the tests are never allowed 
to point to a specific piece of work but 
rather to indicate areas in which the 
young person appears to have particular 
talents and interests, where reasonably 
good progress may be expected. In this 
way dead-ends can be avoided and skills 
and opportunities can be more nearly 
matched. 

Hardly anything could be imagined 
that would bring a greater revolution to 
our world than for men and women to 
regard as a Christian vocation, with the 
urgency of being called of God, the con- 
structive occupation where they spend 
their lives. 

(Where churches are not providing 
these opportunities for their young people 
they should address a request for in- 
formation to Department of Christian 
Vocation, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va.) 


Olympic Post-Mortem 


Great disappointment has attended the 
loss by the U. S. A. of the Olympic 
Games competition and many explana- 
tions have been advanced as to how and 
why this came about—in addition to the 
usual, “Just wait until 1960 in Rome!” 

However, there are two points that we 
have not seen stressed elsewhere that 
may have something to do with the pres- 
ent American situation. 

We want to raise the question as to how 
much the editors of the daily sports pages 
have had to do with the situation. 

It appears that Americans did best 
in the sports that usually get the most 
publicity and they did worst in those 
that get scant if any attention from the 
newspapers. When, for instance, do you 
remember seeing a big picture of a cham- 
pion gymnastic expert alongside, or not 
far from, that of a plunging half-back ? 
(If the Olympics only included football 
and baseball, we could really show 
them!) Or, did your newspaper carry 
a single line reporting any competition 
held in gymnastics in the country? 

It may be far-fetched to suggest that 
voung athletes devote their energies to 
the sports that bring them public notice, 
but if the sports editors are concerned 
about the American failure in the so- 
called minor sports they have a chance 
in these next years to try an interesting 
experiment. 

The other factor that most other na- 
tions do not seem to have to the extent 
we do is that of commercialized pressure 
on champions. The big money is just 
waiting for many of these athletes and 
their amateur career is cut short as they, 
understandably, set out to reap a harvest. 
But more than this, an amateur career 
is most highly regarded if it can lead 
to professional opportunities where you 


can ‘‘cash in.” Others are ‘‘minor’’ from 


almost all points of view. 

This, we assert, is part of our “system,” 
but we pay dearly for it when it comes 
time to put our best alongside the best 
from other countries, for many of ours 
have already gone professional—if there 
are professional opportunities in their 
sport. 

Most people will tell you that we lost 
to Russia, but the nations we really lost 
to were those like Hungary and Austra- 
lia where, on a population ratio, we would 
have had to do many times better just to 
equal their great record. On a compara- 
tive basis Russia and the USA should 
have done 16 to 20 times as well as these 
smaller countries when, actually, they 
did only two to three times as well. 





| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


White Man’s Conscience. This is 
written in Little Rock. At dinner last 
night a prominent citizen said: ‘We are 
going d____-_-~ slow with nigger integra- 
tion.” As we looked out of our hotel 
window at 6:45 A.M. we saw a Negro 
tenderly handling an American flag as 
he raised it on the court house flagpole, 
for that flag is almost his only guaranty 
of freedom and justice. Shame on us 
if we weaken that guaranty. On the 
same morning the statesmanlike editor 
of the Arkansas Gazette was quoted as 
saying: “Time and the law are working 
on the Negro’s side; also the moral force 
which has made the Negro a burden on 
every white man’s conscience throughout 
our national history. 


Cause of the World’s Wrong. 
“What’s wrong with the world is what- 
ever is wrong with mankind.”—Arkansas 
Gazette. Meaning, of course, that the 
future of our world depends on getting 
Jesus Christ and his love, into the hearts 
of men. This is the great task of the 
church, and no institution on earth has a 
more important or more challenging as- 
signment. 


We Are Jealous. Let the record 
show that Washington’s Chevy Chase 
Presbyterian Church, which owns not 
a foot of parking space, is jealous of the 
Westminster Church, Detroit. We learn 
from G. R. Sweet, through the pages of 
THE OvTLOOK, that Westminster has 
parking space for 400 cars, filled twice 
on Sunday. Across the street from Chevy 
Chase Church is a large Catholic Church, 
which has no parking space. Just across 
the circle is All Souls Episcopal Church, 
which has no parking space, and nearby 
a large Baptist Church. Results: A 
battle-royal every Sunday between Pres- 
byterians, Catholics, Episcopalians and 
Baptists for the limited street parking 
that is available. 
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SUNDAY AT VADDUKODDAI* 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“What though the spicy breezes 

Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s isle, 
Where every prospect pleases 
And only man is vile. . .” 


HAT American Christian has not 

sung those words? They are said 
to have been written just after the author 
had been cheated by a Ceylonese inn- 
keeper. The lines have served to give a 
false stereotype of this island to millions 
who will never see it. Whether the 
breezes are spicy, this writer cannot tell, 
since his olfactory nerves are out of kilter 
and all the perfumes (spicy or otherwise) 
for which the Orient is famed, are lost 
onhim. But in Ceylon, as in most places, 
not every prospect pleases. Some of it 
is eroded and deserty. And man is no 
viler here than in any other places. Some 
men are no doubt vile, but so far as this 
traveler has gone, the country is marked 
by unusual courtesy and efficiency. Chris- 
tians here carry on in the manner of 
Christians all around the world. Per- 
haps, living in a comparatively small 
country at a kind of cross-roads, they are 
more world-minded (not worldly-mind- 
ed) than the average Christian in mid- 
America. 

Ceylon counts between 5% and 10% 
of its population as Christian; of these, 
90% are Roman Catholic. Christianity 
has had a long history here. The local 
church building was erected by Dutch 
settlers in 1678, the original inscription 
still plain above the door. After the 
Dutch came the English, and then came 
American Congregational missionaries, 
and now the church is part of the Church 
of South India. In this, as most readers 
know, Congregational, Presbyterian, 
Methodist and Anglican churches (most- 
ly “low”) have united, leaving to each 
element in the church at large a good deal 
of freedom in following its own traditions 
At Vaddukoddai the Communion service 
is a much simpler rite than the one which 
was observed at Evanston when the South 
India church conducted Communion there 
during the 1954 World Council meeting. 
(By the way, the next World Council 
Assembly is to meet in Ceylon.) 


NOVEMBER Sunday in Ceylon, 

even at the northern tip of the is- 
land, is by no means cool. The church 
has no means of heating and needs none 
at any time. This is the end of a dry 
season and the rice farmers need rain, 
but the right winds have not come. Sun- 
day morning dawned bright and clear, 





*The place is not pronounced just as it 
is spelled; early missionaries spelled and 
pronounced it Batticotta. Somewhere in 
between is the correct pronunciation! 
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and the service was set as usual at 7:30. 
A visitor hunting for the exotic would 
find it here better than in countries be- 
tween here and America. It is not only 
that the girls and women wear saris, 
that universal garment which Indian and 
Ceylonese women wear with such grace; 
or that the church building is older than 
most churches in the United States; the 
exotic touch is provided by the men, many 
if not most of whom do not wear western 
style clothes, but a thin jacket and a 
wrap-around skirt, usually all white. 
Those who wear western clothes, of 
course, do not wear coat and tie, as a 
rule; there were exactly two exceptions 
in church that morning, the preacher and 
the interpreter. The pastor is the Rev. 
J. W. A. Kadirgamar, a genial grey- 
bearded Ceylonese, his assistant in the 
service is an American, the Rev. Sydney 
Bunker, the president of Jaffna College, 
just across the road. Their robes look 
much more natural to the scene than robes 
do where no man wears them but teachers 
and preachers. 

The village is quiet on this early hot 
morning. An enormous rain-tree shades 
one side of the old church, and through 
the wide windows one can see palms in 
all directions. The call to worship, sung 
to no musical instrument but a tam- 
bourine, is quite in the Tamil mood. 
Tamil music finds our 7-tone scale skips 
too many tones, so that to our ears Tamil 
music sounds like “singing in the cracks” 
between white and black keys as well as 
on the keys too. But it is very lovely, 
and one rejoices that here at last is a 
people who do not depend on western 
words and music for their own worship. 
True, there are some western hymns in 
the service (all in Tamil), and dismal 
enough they sound, for they are mostly 
tunes from England, not America. (One 
reason maybe why churches are not 
crowded in England?) Without know- 
ing a word of the language, with an order 
of service in hand it is not difficult to 
follow along. Most of the congregation, 
made up chiefly of the college community, 
could understand English, but the sermon 
is interpreted into Tamil. (Vespers is 
all English.) Men and boys sit separate 
from women and girls, and as in many 
another land, the women are in the ma- 
jority. There is quiet and intelligent 
attention, and the interpreter’s fine voice 
and presence and command of language 
turn the preacher’s sermon into an evi- 
dently much better one. 


ND THEN the Communion, a sim- 
ple service almost exactly like the 
Methodist form back home. The chancel 
rail is filled many times over, for vir- 
tually everyone present is a communi- 
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cant. The ancient, moving words are 
spoken both in Tamil and in English, 
but it would not be necessary for a Chris- 
tian to have any words in his own tongue. 
For this Christian sacrament is indeed, 
as Calvin said, a sign language which all 
may understand. One thinks of the 
Dutch, celebrating this same sacrament 
here not a generation after the Synod of 
Dort; of the Portuguese Catholics before 
them, and the Anglicans after them. One 
thinks of the Christian churches around 
the world where this same sacred feast 
is kept. Not the sermon, not the songs, 
not the prayers, are so eloquent of Chris- 
tian unity as this bread and this wine. 
In Australia and New Zealand the wor- 
ship is already over; in the Americas and 
in Europe the Sabbath sun has not yet 
risen; but as surely as the earth turns, 
there have been and there will be others 
in every clime to whom this service is not 
strange. 

Clothes, language, music, the walls 
around and the scene outside may seem 
unfamiliar and exotic; but there is noth- 
ing exotic about human hearts. By 
much that is visible we may seem stran- 
gers; but by what is invisible we know 
curselves at one. 
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WISE MEN SEEK JESUS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson f or January 6, 1957 
Matthew 1-2; Printed Text 2:1-12 


We begin this week a series of studies 
in the Gospel according to Matthew. It 
is appropriate that the lesson for Jan- 
uary 6 should focus on the visit of the 
Wise Men, for in the Christian calendar 
this is Epiphany Sunday, the very day, 
according to tradition, when wise men 
came from the east and laid their gifts 
at the feet of the infant Jesus. 

Wise Men sought Jesus then and con- 
tinue to seek him today, but not all men 
seek Jesus, not even all of those who are 
accounted wise. And the visit of the 
Wise Men is only one of a series of facts 
which Matthew wishes to put before us 
at the beginning of his Gospel. To un- 
derstand the significance of this event 
we must look at what comes before and 
after. 


|. Jesus Is the Son of David 

Matthew begins his Gospel with a 
genealogy which reveals that Jesus Christ 
is the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
Why does he wish to establish this point 
at the very outset of his Gospel ? 

Abraham, we recall, was the ancestor 
of the Jewish race. When he obeyed the 
divine summons to go into an unknown 
land, God promised that his descendants 
would be as the sand on the seashore for 
multitude, and that in him and his seed 
all families of the earth would be blessed 
(Gen. 12:1-3). 

David was reckoned as the real founder 
of the Hebrew monarchy. To him had 
come the word of God through Nathan the 
prophet: ‘When your days are fulfilled 
and you lie down with your fathers, I 
will raise up your son after you... and 
I will establish his kingdom. He shall 
build a house for my name and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom for- 
ever” (2 Samuel 7:12-13). 

Now Matthew announces that he is 
giving us the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
Jesus was the personal name of our Lord 
and Christ, his official title. The word 
literally means, the ‘“‘Anointed One,” and 
was used as a designation for Israel’s 
promised deliverer. The original readers 
of this Gospel would understand that 
Matthew was claiming at the beginning 
that Jesus was the one whom the prophets 
had foretold, in whom the promises made 
to David and to Abraham found their 
fulfillment. It was through him that all 
the nations were to be blessed; by him 
God’s reign was to be established among 
men. 


ll. He Will Save His People from 
Their Sins 
Matthew passes from the genealogy to 
the story of the supernatural birth. The 
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most noteworthy thing about this story 
is the explanation of the name Jesus: 
“You shall call his name Jesus (Greek 
for Joshua, which means that God gives 
or brings salvation), for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 

The Jews at this time were a subject 
people, seething with bitterness and re- 
sentment and longing eagerly for deliv- 
erance. The deliverance which they de- 
sired and which they expected the Mes- 
siah to bring was primarily political 
deliverance. 

The Jews were desperately poor. Pales- 
tine lacked natural resources and was 
badly overpopulated; it is estimated that 
a third of their national income was taken 
for taxes; there was much hunger and 
much heartless exploitation. The deliver- 
ance for which they looked was not only 
political but also economic. 

Was Joseph disappointed when the 
angel said: ‘You shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins’? That was not the message 
that the Jews wanted, just as it is not 
the message that the inhabitants of any 
occupied country have ever wanted, just 
as it is not the message that Russians, 
British or Americans want at the present 
time. Yet it is the message which the 
world needs today as then. 

We need not minimize the importance 
of military measures, political arrange- 
ments, or economic remedies, but if they 
are to solve our problems and not to ag- 
gravate them they must be based on moral 
principle and not on temporary expe- 
diency; they must reflect a concern for 
all mankind, and not a selfish concern 
merely for one’s self, one’s nation, or 
one’s class. 

Jesus is the Son of David, the Son of 
Abraham; he will bring in God’s reign 
among men; through him all men will be 
blessed, because he will save his people 
from their sins. 


Ill. Wise Men Seek Jesus 

Matthew tells us that “when Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days 
of Herod the King, behold wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, saying 
‘Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews?’ ” 

The word translated “‘wise men” (more 
properly magi) was used originally to 
designate the priestly tribe or caste among 
the Medo-Persians. They were the recog- 
nized teachers of religion and science and 
in the great Persian empire wielded the 
highest influence and power. As _ to 
science, they cultivated medicine and 
astronomy, especially in the form of as- 
trology, which attempted to divine events 
still to come through the position of the 


stars, and many other forms of divina- 
tion. The name came to be applied to 
persons of similar positions in other 
nations. 

Throughout the East at this time there 
was a widespread expectation of a uni- 
versal king and deliverer. The Bab- 
ylonian astrologers actually expected him 
to come in the West, bringing in his train 
universal righteousness and peace and 
joy. The Jews were widely spread in the 
East and it may be that these particu- 
lar astrologers were acquainted through 
them with Balaam’s prophecy in Num- 
bers 24:17: “A star shall come forth out 
of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of 
Israel,’ interpreted by the Jews to refer 
to their promised Messiah. Jupiter and 
Saturn were in close conjunction three 
times in 7 B.C.; Halley’s Comet passed 
over the perihelion on October 8, 12 B.C. 
It was some such phenomenon, perhaps, 
which the wise men, according to the rules 
of their art, interpreted as portending 
the birth of a mighty king, and they set 
forth to find him and pay him homage. 
Finding a clue in Israel’s messianic hope 
and in Balaam’s prophecy, they came at 
last, after a two-year search, to Jerusa- 
lem. 

Their appearance and their question 
startled the city and alarmed Herod. And 
no wonder, for his wicked reign was clos- 
ing amid civil and domestic disaffection. 
All through his days Herod had feared 
and taken prompt action against any pos- 
sible rival. He acted now with character- 
istic shrewdness. First of all he learned 
where the Jewish ruler was to be born 
and then he told the wise men (simple 
minded scholars, as he considered them) 
to return with exact information so that 
he too might go and worship. 

“When they had heard the king they 
went their way; and lo, the star which 
they had seen in the East went before 
them, till it came to rest over the place 
where the child was.” This of course 
is a poetical description. It was not the 
star that sent them to Bethlehem (it stood 
over all the villages of Palestine), but 
the directions of the chief priests and 
the scribes. 

“When they saw the star” (perhaps 
it broke through obscuring clouds as they 
came into the village), “they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy; and going 
into the house they saw the child with 
Mary his mother and they bowed down 
and worshipped him. Then, opening their 
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold 
and frankincense and myrrh.” Frankin- 
cense was an aromatic gum, and among 
all the odors of antiquity it was the high- 
est prized and the costliest. Harold N. 
and Alma Moldenke in their Plants of 
the Bible point out that frankincense 
was highly valued by the Egyptians and 
other ancient peoples for embalming and 
fumigating. It was always, and still is, 
the most important incense resin in the 
world. In ancient times it was obtained 
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from trees growing in southern Arabia, 
Abyssinia, Somaliland, India and the 
East Indies. Myrrh was also an aromatic 
gum secured from trees in Arabia, Abys- 
sinia and the Somali coast of eastern 
Africa. The same authorities quoted 
above tell us that “it is bitter and slightly 
pungent to the taste and not at all palat- 
able to Occidentals generally, but it was 
for a time esteemed in medicine as an 
astringent tonic, and, externally, as a 
cleansing agent. In Oriental countries 
it is highly regarded as an aromatic 
substance, perfume and medicine. The 
ancient Egyptians burned it in their 
temples and embalmed their dead with it. 
The classic Greeks and Romans made 
much use of it, and its employment by 
the Hebrews in embalming is attested by 
the story of Nicodemus.” Gold, frankin- 
cense and myrrh were all appropriate 
gifts for a monarch. Since the gifts 
were threefold it has been universally as- 
sumed that there were three of the magi, 
but that is only a conjecture, as is the 
tradition that each one was a king. 

“Being warned in a dream not to re- 
turn to Herod,” savs Matthew, “they 
departed to their own country by another 
way. 

The story of the wise men was told 
by Matthew, we assume, not only for its 
intrinsic interest, but also for its symbolic 
value. It suggests that there are many 
heathen lands who seek for the divine 
king, and that the wisest and best of them 
will do homage to him if they succeed 
in finding him. It took great faith for 
the early disciples to believe that of their 
Master. But their faith has been verified 
in history. The wise men of the ages 
have poured out their treasures at the 
feet of Jesus and they will continue to 
do so as they learn to know him. Or, as 
Davies puts it, “Those men are deservedly 
called wise who realize that life reaches 
its zenith in the adoration of him who 
deserves the homage of our hearts and 
the choicest gifts that we can bestow.” 
Wilbur M. Smith writes: 

“The fact that these men felt drawn 
to Jerusalem implies two fundamental 
facts, both very significant. First, that 
their own wisdom and researches had 
never brought complete satisfaction to 
them. Secondly, there was something yet 
to be found that could bestow what their 
deepest longings called for. This has al- 
Ways been true in human history. Not 
until men find Christ, the truth, in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, is the mind at rest, and that 
truth discovered which satisfies.” 

The story suggests too that “where 
hearts are eager to find the king, there 
are always provided signs which lead at 
last into his presence. The method of 
guidance may be mysterious: but the 
fact is certain” (Erdman). Marco Polo, 
writing in the late Middle Ages, tells 
of a Persian village from which, so 
the villagers claimed, the wise men start- 
ed. The young king found, so they said, 
a young Christ; the king of middle years 
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found a Savior of his own age; and the 
old king found in Christ an old com- 
panion. That too is a parable, for every 
age and every land find in Christ their 
own highest ideals. The story finally 
suggests that when we have found the 
Christ we should worship him as King 
and give to him our best. We may not 
be able to give him gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. But we bring a more ac- 
ceptable gift if we can say: 

“Laid upon Thine altar, O my Lord divine, 
Accept this gift today for Jesus’ sake. 

I have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine, 
No far famed sacrifice to make; 

But here within my trembling hand 

I bring this will of mine, 

A thing that seemeth small, 

But thou alone, O Lord, canst understand 
How when I give Thee this, I give Thee 

all.” 


IV. There Are Those Who Seek His 

Death 

Matthew tells us that after the wise 
men’s departure, Joseph and Mary, being 
warned of God in a dream, took the 
young child with them into Egypt. This 
was a natural move, for Egypt was thick 
with Jews, the exiles would find them- 
selves among friends, and Joseph, a car- 
penter, could easily earn a living. 

To us who know that the Baby Jesus 
was indeed the Lord, Joseph and Mary 
were an exceptional couple. But to those 
who passed them on the road, they were 
only Jewish refugees, one of those un- 
numberable families who from early times 
have been driven cruelly from their 
homes. 

There are thousands of displaced people 
today, many in the Gaza strip, in the very 
area through which Jesus himself passed 
as a refugee. And there are many others 
in our world today for whom no adequate 
support has yet been provided. For years 
to come there will be those who are cold 
and hungry, without shelter, uprooted and 
scattered. Our sympathy for Joseph and 
Mary and their precious little burden 
means little in Jesus’ estimation if we 
close our hearts to these modern wan- 
derers. “As you did it not to one of the 
least of these, you did it not to me.” 

Joseph and Mary escaped none too 
soon, for Herod, angry that the wise men 
had deceived him, but determined that 
his rival should not escape, gave notice 
that all the male children of Bethlehem, 
from two years old and under (it was 
probably two vears since the wise men 
had first seen the Star) should be put to 
death. That was an atrocious act, but 
fully in accord with Herod’s character 
as known to us in secular history. He 
put to death so many of his sons, fearing 
that they would seize the throne, that 
Augustus Caesar, knowing that Jews ate 
no pork, once said, “It is better to be 
Herod’s pig (us) than his son(uios)” 
Bethlehem was a tiny village, and prob- 
ably not more than a dozen were slain. 
They were only a handful compared to 
the thousands, the millions of innocent 
people slaughtered in our own day. 
































































Joseph and Mary remained in Egypt 
for more than a year; then, when the 
report of Herod’s death was brought to 
them, returned to Palestine. Hearing 
that Herod’s son, Archelaus, was reigning 
in Judea, they thought it best to return 
to their old home in Nazareth. 

All of this, Matthew says, took place 
in order “that it might be fulfilled.” 
This phrase is used in the New Testament 
to call attention to some parallel event 
in the Old Testament as well as to point 
to the fulfillment of prophecy in the nar- 
rower sense. Here it is used in the former 
sense. The passage in 2:15 referred 
originally not to Messiah, but to Israel’s 
own experience in Egypt (Hosea 11:1). 
The passage in 2:18 originally repre- 
sented Rachel, personifying all the moth- 
ers in Israel, weeping over her children 
carried captive into Babylonia (cf. Jere- 
miah 31:15). Matthew does not mean 
that Jeremiah actually predicted the 
slaughter of the children in Bethlehem. 
But it was womanhood, motherhood, that 
Jeremiah saw weeping in Ramah, as the 
enemy carried away the sons and the 
daughters of Israel; not a few sorrowing 
mothers, but innumerable mothers—all 
mothers, Rachel, the universal mother, 
weeping as mothers have had to weep so 
often in the history of man’s inhumanity 
to man. Now Rachel was weeping over 
the children in Bethlehem. She has wept 
on every continent in our own day. She 
is weeping now in Hungary and Egypt 
and in many other lands as well. Do we 
weep with her or are our own eyes dry 
except when tragedy strikes in our own 
beloved circle? 

The story of Joseph’s flight into Egypt 
shows us that Jesus began to encounter 
enemies at the beginning of his life. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream one day, saying, 
“Those who sought the child’s life are 
dead.” Herod and Nero, Hitler, Stalin 
and many like them are dead, but others 
have arisen to take their place and they 
will continue to do so. Jesus Christ is 
the Son of David, the Son of Abraham. 
He will establish God’s reign among men; 
through him all mankind will be blessed. 
But the kingdom is not yet come; man- 
kind is not yet blessed. 

Rise up, O men of God. 

Have done with lesser things; 

Give heart and soul and mind and strength 
To serve the King of kings. 

Rise up, O men of God! 

His kinedom tarries long. 

Bring in the day of brotherhood 


And end the night of wrong. 
Rise up, O Men of God! 


The church for you doth wait, 
Her strength unequal to her task; 
Rise up and make her great! 


Lift high the cross of Christ! 
Tread where his feet have trod; 
As brothers of the Son of Man, 
Rise up, O men ef God! 
—WILLIAM PIERSON MERRILL. 


(Copyright owned by 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK) 
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HOW TO RESIST TEMPTATION 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 13, 1957 
Matthew 3:16—4:11 


Temptation is a part of life. No one 
is immune—at any age. For temptation 
is present wherever there is a choice to 
be made, not only between good and evil, 
but also between a higher and lower good. 
For some, it may be a temptation to sen- 
sual gratification; for others a tempta- 
tion to misuse their gifts, to seek personal 
success at the cost of the general welfare, 
to seek a worthy aim by unworthy means, 
to lower their ideal to win favor with 
the electorate or with their companions 
and associates. 

How can we recognize temptation when 
it comes, and how can we choose the right 
path when the wrong path seems so al- 
luring, and the arguments of the tempter 
so sweet and reasonable? 

We find help in the experience of him 
who was tempted in all points as we are 
and yet without sin. 


1. The Baptism of Jesus 

When Jesus was thirty years old, his 
cousin John began preaching in the wil- 
derness, “‘Repent for the kingdom of God 
is at hand.” This was a welcome an- 
nouncement, for pious and patriotic Jews 
all looked forward to the coming of the 
Kingdom. The Kingdom, as they under- 
stood it, included the deliverance of the 
Jews from the power of Rome and the 
re-establishment of the Davidic kingdom, 
which would extend its sway over all men 
and usher in a new era of righteousness 
and peace (cf. Psalm 72). 

John taught, not only that the King- 
dom was close at hand, but also that no 
Jew would enjoy its benefit unless he 
was morally prepared for its coming. “I 
baptize you with water for repentance,” 
he cried, “but he who is coming after 
me is mightier than I . . . he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
His winnowing fork is in his hand and 
he will clear his threshing floor and 
gather his wheat into the granary, but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire’ (3:11-12). 

Among those attracted by the preaching 
of John and baptized by him in the 
Jordan was Jesus. He came, however, 
with no repentance in his heart, and no 
confession on his lips. John, already 
aware of his cousin’s moral ascendency, 
said, “I need to be baptized by you, and 
do you come to me ?” 

Jesus’ answer indicates that, while he 
did not feel that it was necessary as far 
as he was concerned, he offered himself 
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as a candidate because in his words, “It 
is fitting for us to fulfill all righteous- 
ness.” By the word “us” he meant all 
the people and by “righteousness,” their 
duty and obligation to God. Though not 
a sinner himself, Jesus was a member 
of a sinful nation, and he wished by this 
act to identify himself with his people 
and to endorse John’s call for national 
repentance. It was also a way of dedi- 
cating himself openly and publicly to the 
ideal of the kingdom. 

Luke tells us that Jesus went into 
the waters praying. As he came out, he 
saw the heavens open and the Spirit of 
God descending upon him as a dove and 
heard a voice from heaven saying, “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.” 

The heavens rent asunder and the 
dove represent a vision seen apparently 
only by Jesus himself, perhaps also by 
John. Or it may be a symbolic repre- 
sentation of a unique spiritual experience, 
in which Jesus felt no barrier between 
himself and God. The descent of the 
Spirit however was a real event. From 
this time on Jesus was guided and em- 
powered by the divine Spirit as he had 
not been heretofore. Matthew has just 
indicated that the real baptism, of which 
that in water is only a sign, is the bap- 
tism with the Holy Spirit. Here he 
points out that Jesus could baptize with 
the Holy Spirit, for he himself was 
wholly possessed by the Spirit. 

The words, ‘This is my beloved son 
with whom I am well pleased” (drawn 
from Psalm 2:7 and Isa. 42:1—both 
Messianic passages) were divine testi- 
mony to the unique or Messianic sonship 
of Jesus. Some think that Jesus here 
for the first time became conscious of 
the fact that he was the Messiah, divinely 
appointed to usher in the Kingdom; oth- 
ers that the words were a call to him 
to begin his Messianic work. It was 
the latter certainly, and perhaps the 
former as well. At one time or another, 
it had to dawn upon Jesus’ consciousness 
that he was the unique Son of God. 
That consciousness may have come to 
Jesus earlier (cf. Luke 2:48-49), or it 
may have come at this time. Henceforth 
there could be no doubt in his mind. 
“He was to be the Messiah—he was the 
Messiah, and had to bear upon himself 
the salvation, first of his own people, 
then of all the sinful human race” (Rob- 
inson). 


Il. The Temptation of Jesus 
“Then”—immediately after this pro- 
found spiritual experience—“Jesus was 
led up by the Spirit (impelled by a sense 
of spiritual need, we would probably say) 


into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil.” In accordance with Hebrew idiom 
the result is stated as a purpose. Jesus 
retired into the wilderness, not to be 
tempted of the devil, but to think through 
the nature and obligations of his mes- 
sianic call. His meditations continued 
for approximately a month (forty days 
was a round number among the Jews). 

During the whole of this period he 
fasted, as was customary in that day 
when men faced some special spiritual 
need. Mark suggests that the tempta- 
tions were continuous from the beginning 
of the period, the spiritual struggle be- 
ing so intense as to cause physical needs 
to be forgotten. But it was at the end 
of this period, when Jesus was famished 
for the lack of food, that the temptations 
became most subtle and significant. 

Did Satan come in a form that Jesus 
could easily recognize, dressed in red, 
with hoofs and horns and forked tail? 
David Smith is probably right: 

“It would be an abuse of Scriptural lan- 
guage to find here a personal and visible 
apparition of the Evil One. An open 
solicitation of the enemy of our souls 
would be no temptation.” 

Almost certainly the devil came to 
Jesus as he comes to us, unseen by the 
physical eye, concealing his presence 
behind suggestions so artful, so plausible 
that we take them to be the voice of 
reason or of common sense. As Conrad 
Noel says, “People are often tempted 
through their good instincts as well as 
through their bad, so that it is difficult 
to see whether it be God or devil tempt- 
ing.” Here the devil appears as God’s 
angel, using the very words of Scripture 
to support his suggestions. ‘“‘No small 
part of the struggle was in deciding 
whether they were of God or Satan.” 
There is, we should note, no appeal to 
the lower nature or to the grosser forms 
of evil. “They are temptations that 
could come only to one conscious of a 
great mission and of special powers, fac- 
ing questions that naturally arise, and 
weighing alternative courses of action.” 
The temptations that come of good men 
are not always temptations to evil, but 
often temptations to a lesser good. 

1. The first temptation had a natural 
point of contact with Jesus’ physical con- 
dition. For forty days he had abstained 
wholly or in large part from food; now 
he was feeling sharp pangs of hunger. 
“Tf you are the Son of God,” the tempter 
suggested, “command these stones to be- 
come loaves of bread.” 

This temptation, like the second, is 
tipped with the poisoned arrow of doubt. 
Some think this is the main point of the 
temptation, to doubt whether he had 
heard God’s voice at the Jordan or heard 
it aright, and to put it to some objective 
proof which would establish it beyond 
question, just as we may be tempted to 
doubt and ultimately to ignore God’s 
claim on our own lives without some 
material substantiation. 
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The majority of scholars think that 
the temptation was not primarily this, 
but rather for Jesus to use the super- 
natural powers with which he was en- 
dowed as the Son of God to satisfy his 
natural hunger as a man. If he had 
yielded to this temptation it would have 
meant a decision to use his Messianic 
power to preserve himself from the nor- 
mal experiences of man; to give self- 
interest and physical comfort the pri- 
ority in his life, above God’s word and 
will. If he had vielded to this tempta- 
tion there would have been for Jesus no 
hunger, pain, sorrow or cross. This temp- 
tation was presented again at Caesarea 
Philippi (16:23), and still again at 
Gethsemane. (26:30). 

Jesus’ reply does not indicate that 
food is unimportant. ‘Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 
The physical life is important, but the 
spiritual is more important, and man 
must obey God’s word, even if it means 
going hungry, even if it means the cross. 
As far as physical needs are concerned, 
Jesus accepts the conditions and limita- 
tions of ordinary humanity and claims 
nothing but what is common to man. 
(Do we have the right to expect a se- 
curity that is denied to others in our 
present world ?) 

Many students think that this tempta- 
tion had a still wider reference, that it 
concerned the major purpose of Jesus’ 
mission. He was tempted, in other words, 
not merely to employ his supernatural 
power to satisfy his own hunger but the 
hunger of the nation as well. There was 
much poverty in Palestine, much unde- 
served suffering, and such a course might 
well appeal to Jesus’ broad human sym- 
pathies. He rejected it because he was 
called to do a work that was far more 
fundamental, not to solve the economic 
problem of his nation (a temporary solu- 
tion, at best), but to speak that work of 
God which, if it were accepted, would 
point the way to an ultimate solution of 
all men’s problems. This is a truth full 
of meaning for our present times. Our 
political, social and economic problems 
cry for solution, but there will be no final 
solution until it is recognized that ‘‘man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.” 


2. The second temptation was more 


subtle, the appeal being no longer to 
the satisfaction of merely physical need, 
but to a presumptuous reliance on the 
the providence of God, based on a mis- 
reading of his own holy Word. The first 
temptation was based on an insufficient 
trust. Since God had not provided food, 
Satan suggested that Jesus provide it 
in an unauthorized way. Now he goes 
to the opposite extreme and tempts Jesus 
to over-confidence in God’s goodness, 
trust carried to such extremes that he 
will be putting God to the test, requiring 
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God to measure up to his standard. 

In imagination, probably, Satan car- 
ries Jesus to the temple and suggests 
that he throw himself down, relying on 
the angels to bear him up, as the promise 
read in the Scriptures. 

Most think that the temptation here 
was to win recognition of his Messiah- 
ship by a miracle that none could doubt, 
to compel assent by a marvelous display 
of the supernatural that all must accept. 
It was a temptation often repeated (See 
John 6:30). Jesus rejected the sug- 
gestion, recognized it indeed as Satanic, 
because God wants a faith that is freely 
given, not one that is compelled. He 
determines that he will not put God to 
any spurious test. He will rely upon 
the spiritual appeal alone. 

The temptation also involves the idea 
that God would preserve him from harm, 
would turn aside the laws of nature for 
his benefit, a temptation all the more 
subtle because it seems to have the support 
of the Scripture. “The devil,” Shakes- 
peare reminds us, “can cite Scripture for 
his purpose.” This remains true to our 
own age. He helps us to find what we 
want to find—when or own interests are 
involved. Jesus realized that to yield 
to Satan’s suggestion would imply not 
faith but presumption. Man has no right 
to expect God to intervene in some mi- 
raculous way, to suspend the ordinary 
processes of nature in his behalf; cer- 
tainly he cannot expect to force Ged’s 
hand. 

“God will not, nay cannot, without being 
false to himself, intervene to save any- 
one [individual or nation] who has de- 
liberately challenged and disregarded the 
methods he himself employs in the man- 
agement of the universe.” 

To consider: Are we tempted to win 
men’s applause in unworthy ways? Do 
we doubt God if his angels seem to fail 
us? Do we presume upon his providence ? 
Do we expect him to intervene to save 
us, or our loved ones, or our nation 
from our indiscretion and folly? Writes 
B. A. Anderson: 

“Probably there is no more persistent 
temptation in the life of a religious per- 
son than the temptation to believe that, 
in the last analysis, religion exists for 
the benefit of man.” 

Is it thus that we judge the value of 
religion ? 

3. For the third temptation the devil 
“took Jesus to a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them.” This 
trip, too, must have been in imagination 
only, for all the kingdoms of the world 
are not visible from any one mountain. 
The temptation in this case is to win 
men’s allegiance by some temporary com- 
promise with evil, a moment on his knees 
with Satan, in the symbolism of the 
parable. If he would only make some 
compromise, Satan suggests, some con- 
cessions to men’s weakness, how much 
quicker might he bring in the Kingdom 


on which his heart was set. 
Robinson: 


“It has frequently happened in history 
that men of the highest ideals have been 
led into compromise of this kind and have 
felt that a single act of evil might secure 
them the highest good: and it has been 
the invariable experience of men that the 
nobler the ideal the more terrible has been 
the resultant disaster. From this moment 
two courses were clearly set before Jesus. 
He might adopt the views current among 
his contemporaries and the methods of 
force accepted by others of his people who 
aimed as they believed at the reign of 
God. . On the other hand he might 
follow the path trodden by the ideal serv- 
ant of God depicted in Isa. 53, a path 
which led through suffering, misunder- 
standing and rejection to condemnation 
and death. The one was the short and 
easy road and, with the miraculous pow- 
ers which Jesus believed himself to pos- 
sess would have succeeded—in outward 
appearances. The other was the slow and 
difficult course, bringing on himself un- 
told agony and promising for the future 
only a very small measure of success.” 


Says T. H. 


Yet this was the way that he chose here 
and later in Gethsemane and it led him 
in the end to the cross. Perhaps this is 
the most dangerous of all the temptations 
that come to men today—to conclude that 
a good and noble end gives one the right 
to use all necessary means to obtain it. 
From such premises come cruelty, deceit, 
mass destruction, and ultimate loss of all 
moral values—as we have seen only re- 
cently in Central Europe. Karl Marx, 
whose writings constitute the Bible of 
Communism, was motivated by a lofty 
ideal—a_ great compassicn for human 
suffering, a burning hatred of social in- 
justice. He was wrong in his diagnosis 
of the world’s evil and wrong in his 
proposed solutions. But his greatest error 
was a moral one—the conclusion that 
the end justifies the means—a readiness 
to bow down to Satan in order to secure 
what he considered a better social order. 

Jesus recognized Satan’s temptations 
for what they were, and rejected the 
Devil’s sophistry, including his false use 
of Scripture, because he himself was 
steeped in the Scriptures, and had ac- 
cepted its basic truths as his guide and 
stay. 








“Jesus said to him, ‘Begone, Satan! 
for it is written, ““You shall worship the 
Lord your God and him only shall you 
serve.’”’ “Then the devil left him,” for 
without human consent the devil cannot 
win. 

In these three temptations Jesus had 
made his basic decision. As Floyd V. 
Filson states: 


“He fixed the path and spirit and meth- 
od of his ministry. He refused to act out 
of selfish concern; he would not try to 
force sensational support from God; he 
would not surrender to Satan for apparent 
advantage that could only defeat his God- 
given purpose. He would take up his 
humble ministry, which would lead to the 
cross rather than to personal comfort, 
spectacular power, and worldly success.” 
(The International Lesson Annual; Abing- 
don Press) 

(See next page) 
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Both Matthew and Mark inform us 
that when the temptations were completed 
angels came and ministered unto him. 
The word “angel” means messenger, and 
is used in the Bible sometimes for the 
human agent who carries out God’s will, 
sometimes for natural forces which God 
employs in his providential government 
of the universe and sometimes for super- 
natural visitants. Who the angels were 
in this case is not certain. All we can 
know is that when Jesus had chosen 
God’s way rather than Satan’s way he 
was spiritually sustained and refreshed, 
and that, in some such way, God’s angels 
will also minister unto us. 

The devil departed from him, Luke 
adds, “until an opportune time” (4:13). 
Satan returned to tempt Jesus in every 
great decision of his life, and so he does 
with us. The devil never gives up. We 
can never afford to relax our guard. We 
do well to remember with the writer to 
the Hebrews that “we have not a high 
priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who in every 
respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sinning. Let us then with con- 
fidence draw near to the throne of grace, 
that we may receive mercy and find grace 
to help in the time of need”’ (Heb. 4:15- 
16). 
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YOUR EXECUTOR 


You may select a friend or 
relative with little or no experi- 
ence to settle your estate 
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You may employ our Trust 
Department, skilled in administer- 
ing and planning many estates. 

In either case the executor’s 
fee will be the same. 
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First 
first... 


If you’re like most 
people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
Virginia Trust Company, with 
more than six decades of successful 
trust management, has helped 
thousands of families secure maxi- 
mum estate benefits. 


Let us help you arrange 
for “first things first.” 
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THIS SIMPLE PLAN SOLVES 
A GIVING PROBLEM 


This free booklet gives the simple plan of how, through 
your gift to Church Extension, you can also receive a safe, 
generous and assured income for life—beginning now. 

Your gift purchases a regular annuity for you and, de- 
pending on your age, you may receive up to 7% per year 
on your investment—regardless of prevailing business con- 
ditions. Payments are made semi-annually. The principal 
later goes to the spreading of Christianity throughout the 
South. People of all ages with large or small incomes may 


enjoy this plan. You'll want niore details. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 





‘Facing the Future with Your Money 
+ «++ for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341 -B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 


Dept. A-1 Atlanta, Ga. 
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CHANGES 

Clarence L. Shelby, formerly of Athens, 
La., now serves the West Side church, 
Decatur, Ala. 

Al Michalik, from San Angelo, Texas} 
to 110 W. Victor St., Temple, Texas. 

J. Walter Weathers, from Rural Re- 
treat, Va., to 10043 S. W. 60th Ct., Miami 
56, Fla. 

W. W. Pharr, from Mt. Hope, W. Va., 
to Box 427, Black Mountain, N. C. 

Frank R. Elder, from Clarence, N. Y., 
to 115 Battle Ave., Tarboro, N. C. 

Leroy Dillener, Waynesburg, Pa., in 
addition to serving the Muddy Creek 
church is now serving also the Nemacolin 
Community church. 

George F. Conley, formerly of Sparta, 
Tenn., now serves the Pleasant View 
church, near New Salem, Pa. 

Benjamin F. Ferguson, Pageland, S. C., 
is to become pastor at Panama City, Fla. 

William T. Iverson has resigned as pas- 
tor of the Port St. Joe, Fla., church and is 
taking post-graduate work in Princeton 
Seminary and serving a nearby New 
Jersey church. 

L. Allen Holley, from Okolona, Miss., 
to Box 5, York, Ala. 

H. Paul Currie, from Calhoun, Ga., to 
1262-A Roberts Dr., S. E., Atlanta 15, Ga. 

James Z. Nettinga, a minister of the 
Reformed Church in America, Pasadena, 
Calif., has been named by the American 
Bible Society as its secretary in charge 
of Educational Publicity. He has been 
serving as district secretary for the 
Southern California district. He will move 
his office May 1. 

Robert Graham will be retired as pas- 
tor in Ashley, Pa., Jan. 1, but will con- 
tinue to serve the church until April 1 
while a successor is being sought. 

David C. Osborn, Reading, Pa., is to 
become pastor of the Suburban church, 
Scranton, Pa, 

George T. Skyler, Franklinville, Md., 
has accepted a call to the Second Welsh 
church, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

David R. Dresser, formerly of Big Run, 
Pa., is the new pastor of the Wyoming, 
Pa., church. 

Robert Turner, associate pastor of 
Covenant church, Charlotte, N. C., will 
become the regional director of Christian 
education for the Synod of North Caro- 
lina, succeeding J. O. Mann, whose retire- 
ment becomes effective Dec. 31. The 
director’s office is in the First church of 
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DEATHS 

Paul S. Rhodes, 79, died December 3 in 
an Atlanta hospital after an illness of 
several weeks. Dr. Rhodes retired seven 
years ago as pastor of the Pontotoc, Miss., 
church and had. lived with his son in 
College Park, Ga., since 1952. 

Henry R. Borthwick, 87, died at his 
home near Staunton, Va., Dec. 11. A 
native of Dumfries, Scotland, most of his 
ministerial service in his latter years was 
in Southwest Virginia. 

Richard G. McLees, 92, died in Danville, 
Va., Dec. 13. Blinded at 14 in a hunting 
accident, Dr. McLees was pastor at Chat- 
ham, Va., from 1909 until his retirement 
in 1940. 

John Chester Stull, 74, died in Frier- 
son, La., Nov. 13. He had served the 
Good Hope church in Frierson since 1910. 


COLLEGE GROUP 

James W. Laurie, president of Trinity 
University of Texas, has been elected 
president of the Church Related Colleges 
of the South. 


R.E.W. 

John H. Leith, Auburn, Ala., pastor, 
led recent religious emphasis week serv- 
ices at Austin College (Texas) recently. 


MISSIONARIES 

On furlough from Brazit: The Law- 
rence G. Calhouns, Barium Springs, N. 
C.: the R. L. Waddells, 134 S. Ave. 57, 
Los Angeles 42, Cal. 

From InpraA: Mr. & Mrs. 
Domaz, 5907 Chelton Dr., 
Cal. 

PunJAB: The R. B. Hunters, 156 Fifth 
Ave., N. Y. 10. 

IRAN: Miss Elizabeth Reynolds, 
N. W. 27th St., Oklahoma City. 

PHILIPPINES: The Stephen L. Smiths, 
47 Claremont Ave., N. Y. 27. 


KEEPING BUSY 

The Savannah, Ga., newspapers fea- 
tured a story recently about A. J. Mont- 
gomery, a retired Beaufort, S. C., minis- 
ter, who is still keeping busy at 93. 
Featured in the story is the fact that Mr. 
Montgomery handles a full sized tractor 
expertly over 16 acres of cultivated 


George B. 
Oakland 11, 


2800 


land. He retired from the active pastorate 
nearly 20 years ago after serving in 
Fullerton, Nebr., and Portland, Oreg. 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Edward F. Lawrence, Elizabeth, Pa., 
received the D. D. degree recently from 
Waynesburg College. 

In connection with its centennial cele- 
bration, Queens College, Charlotte, N. C., 
recently conferred the degree of Doctor 
of Humanities upon Rachel Henderlite, 
Assembly’s Training School, Richmond, 
Va.: Mrs. W. Murdoch MacLeod, execu- 
tive secretary, United Church Women, 
N. Y.; Myrtle Williamson, Stillman Col- 
lege faculty, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


CITATION 

Guy S. Mitchell, missionary in Zentsuji, 
Japan, has been honored by the Japanese 
National Government for his work among 
boys in Shikoku reformatory. A gift and 
an official scroll were presented him by 
the Minister of Justice for the govern- 
ment. The Mitchells are now in this 
country on furlough. 


MARRIED 

Robert B. Brannon, Jr., formerly of 
Hallsville, now pastor in Ennis, Texas 
(407 W. Ennis Ave.), and Margaret 
Cowan, youth director in the Highland 
Park church, Dallas, were married in 
Dallas Nov. 23. 


WwW. C. C. 

Betty Thompson has succeeded Mrs. 
E. T. Culver as public relations secretary 
in the New York office of the World 
Council of Churches. She formerly served 
as publicity secretary at the World 
Council’s Geneva headquarters. 


DCEs 

Peggy Carter, formerly in the Lincol- 
ton, N. C., church as director of Christian 
education, now has that position in the 
Riviera church, South Miami, Fla., Box 
752. 


Florence Bennett, formerly of Paducah, 
Ky., has been named Field Assistant to 
the Regional Director of Christian Edu- 
cation for the Synod of Louisiana. 
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A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to best colleges as juniors. Profes- 
sor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests and guidance. Ath- 
letics. Liberal arts. Business. Prepara- 
tory grades 11 and 12. Member So. 
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